
RESOLUTION NO. 2346 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 'I'HE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO ANNEX CER
TAIN UNINHABITED AND UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY 
IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CONTIGUOUS TO SAID 
CITY. 

Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unani
mously by the following roll.call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount~ 
Drale, Spel~an and Schwab. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Benetead. 

Mayor Schwab asked for clarification of the resolutions as 
they appeared to .be alike. He was advised that there are two 
resolutions afrecting two different parcels of land. 

Councilman Blount moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2346. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimous
ly by the following roll call vote: . AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount,_ 
Drale, Spelman and Schwab. NOES: COm~CILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead. 

At 12:12 p.m. Councilman Blount moved the meeting adjourn. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimously. 
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CITY CLERK OF THE CI'IY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVED: 

MAYOR OF 'I'HE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MINUTES OF A HEGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
January 13, 1953 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber of the City Hall on Tuesday, J·anuary 
13, 1953, at 8:00 p.m., Mayor Schwab presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Hallanger 
were: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drllle, Spelman and Schwab. 
Also present were City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Hall. 

Councilman Benstead led tpe salute to our Flag. 

As rirst order of business, Councilman Benstead moved the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 23rd, 1952, and Special 
Meeting of January 12th, 1953, be approved as written. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Drale, carried. 

Mayor Schwab announced this was the time set for the public 
hearing for granting higher taxicab rates to the Yellow Cab Company 
of Torrance. 

There being no written or oral protests, Councilman Drale 
moved the Yellow Cab Company be granted this request. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Mayor Schwab announced the time had come foL' the opening of 
bids for the renting ~f automobiles for the Police Department, 
and Deputy City Cl~rk Hallanger opened and read the following bids: 
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Bidder 
Schultz & Peckham 
Paulls Chevrolet Co. 

Amount of Bid 
6'iit per mile 

4~ trj per mile 

City Manager Stevens stated he did not have a formal bid but 
for a matter of record the Western Automobile Leasing Company of 
Los Angeles had submitted an oral bid for 1953 Pontiac automobile~, 
at the rate of 7~ per mile, with the car~ to be driven approximately 
30,000 mile~. 

Councilman Drale moved the bids be referred to the City Manager 
and Chief of Police for recommendation~. Motion, seconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by poll call vote. 

Mayor Schwab announced there was a woman in the audience who 
had a matter to take up with the City Counail. Mrs. Pone stated 
she was from Los .Angeles but had been connected with the city of 
Torrance eince 1937, that she had a new building on Cabrillo Avenue 
which she was unable to rent because everyone told her it was on 
the wrong ~ide of the street. After a lengthy di~cussion, Council
man Blount and Councilman Spelman suggested Mrs. Pons take this 
matter up with the Planning Cormni~sion regarding the zoning of her 
property. 

Councilman Drale stated he had a suggestion whioh might help. 
He suggested that Arlington Street, that is, the blocks between 
203rd and 290th, be opened up, and that Arlington be made tho 
major thorough-fare of Torrance, through Cabri1lo and Eshelman, 
to Lomita, a major outlet for traffic. He stated we should have 
a major street running north and south. 

Councilman Drale moved a street committee be appointed, to
gether with two members of the Chamber of Commerce, to see what 
possibilities there would be for the opening of Arlington as a 
major thorough-fare through the City of Torrance. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read the following: 

Statement from J. Hugh Sherfey, Jr., in the amount of $206.00, 
for legal fees expended in defense of Judgement resulting from 
Torrance Area Projects Celebration held in 1946. After a general 
discussion, City Attorney Hall advised the Council take a little 
time on this matter, and suggested it should be decided at the 
next Agenda meeting. 

Councilman Spelman moved the Council go on record favoring 
this sum of money, and that it be referred to the next Agenda 
meeting. Notion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously. 

Mr. Jack Baldwin Df the Torrance Herald stated the Torra.nce 
Herald Publishing Company had a claim for $900.00, which he believed 
wa.s prior to Mr. Sherfeyl s claim, and that the City promi8ed to pay 
this for printing done in connection with this Homecoming event, 
but whe~ it came time to pay it there wasn1t enough money. He asked 
if it was due to the failure of the Council to act on thi~ ma.tter 
that the company will lose this amount. City Attorney Hall stated 
this WIllS 1953 and the Homecoming wa:s in 1946, which made them out 
of the statute of limitations. Mr. Baldwin stated this claim had 
been presented to the City Council several times before. 

Citation from Governor Warren in recognition of the high 
percentage of regiatered voters of the City of Torrance in the 
November 4, 1952, general election. 

Councilman Blount moved the citation be filed as a matter of 
record. Motion, seconded .by Councilman Spelman, carried Unanimoua1y. 

Request for . bu~ ne~~ 1icenae from Jose 0110que to operate .. 
pool hall under the name of ~ueblo Pool Hall at 2243 - 203rd Street, 
Torrance. Councilman Drale inquired if Chief of Police Stroh would 
approve this license. Chief Stroh stated he would approve it if 
Mr. 0110que would operate the pool hall himself. 

Councilman Drale moved the license be granted. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 



Reque~t for renewal of bu~ines~ licen~e by I~adore Sherman for 
junk collector. 

Councilman Drale moved the license be granted. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Letter from Richfiled Oil Corporation advi si. nK no change in 
pipeline ~y~tem under Lo~ Angele~ County Franchi~e ~o~. 1358-1361 
N.S., during the period from July 1 to December 31, 1952. 

Councilman Drale moved the letter be filed a~ a matter of 
record. Motion, , ~econded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimou~ly 
by roll call vote. 

Letter from· Shell Oil Company advhing no change in pipeline 
sy~tem, under Franchi~e Ordinance No. 328, for the period ending 
December 31, 1952. 

Councilman Drale moved the letter be filed as a matter of 
record. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unani
mou~ly by roll call vote. 

Letter from Tide Water Associated Oil Company advi~ing no 
permits is~ued and no pipeline~ laid under Lo~ Angele~ County 
Ord. No. 1014, during the period July 1, 1952 to December 31; 1952. 

Councilman Drale moved the letter be filed a~ a matter of 
record. Motion, ~econded by Councilman Spelman, carried unani
mously by roll call vote. 

Letter, accompanied with certified check in the amount of 
$2,248.39, from the Southern California Edi~on Company agreeing 
to furnish elect~ic .energy for ornamental ~treet light~ for a 
period of one year, commencing July 1, 1952 and terminating 
June 30, 1953. 

Councilman Drale moved the check ~e accepted and the Edi~on 
Co. be allowed to furnish electric energy for ornamental ~treet 
light~. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimou~ly 
by roll call vote. 

Letter from the Division of Highways inquirin/i of the City 
Council whether a public hearing in the matter of 'Proposed Hi'gh
way between Route 2, near El Toro and Los ' Angeles River Freeway 
and between Los Angeles River Freeway and Florence Avenue in 
Inglewood", is necesl$ary or desirable. 

CitY,Mapager Stevens stated that for the fir~t time we have 
a well defined route through the City of Torrance for the freeway. 
It is the desire of the Division of Highways to have it approved 
so they can proceed to acquire unapproved right of ways. City 
Manager Stevens recommended that the City Council waive the public 
hearing and that they, by re~ol~tion, adopt the route. He ~tated 
that later on there will have to be a freeway agreement whereby 
the matter of cro~~ings, ete., will have to be worked out, but he 
thought the matter of acquiring open land must be done right away. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendations 
of the City Manager. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, 
carried unanimously. 

Letter from Public Utilities Commission advising the Assoc
iated Telephone Company had applied for authority to increase 
telephone rates. 

Councilmap. Drale moved e.gainst any increase in rates and 
requested a telegram of protest be sent to the Public Utilities 
Commission. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried un
animously. 

Letter from Torrance, Masonic Temple AS50ciation requesting 
the City relinquish its claim on the P-5 lot at the northeast 
corner of Cabrillo and Plaza del Arno so that title may be con
veysd to Dominguez. Land Corp. or it5 5ucce~sors, who have agreed 
to sell the lot to , the Masonic Temple Assoc. for the purpose of 
erecting a Temple building. 

Councilman Benstead moved the City deed this lot back to the 
Dominguez Land Corporation. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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Letter from Henry Guenser, Gardena, requesting permission to 
build a cesspool for B. auonset hut located temporarily between 
Western Avenue and Arlington, on or near l78th street. 

After a general discussion, Councilman Spelman moved this 
m~tter be referred to the next Agenda Meeting. Motion, seconded 
by Councilman Benetead, carried unanimouely by roll call vote. 

Letter f~om the American National Red Croee, Torrance Branc~, , 
requesting permiseion to uee the Civic Auditorium for a Blood Bank 
on Monday, February 9, June 8, and October 12, 1953. 

Councilman Benstead moved the requeet be granted. Motion, 
seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unanimouely. 

Notice of injury and damage to pereonal property located at 
Hawthorne Blvd. and 233rd Street, in the amount of·$5,000.00, signed 
by Pedro Colonge. 

moved the claim be denied and referred · to 
Notion, seconded by Councilman Spelman 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount 
the Legal Department. 
carried unanimously by 

At 9:10 Nayor Schwab declared a rece:u, meeting reconvenerdi 
at 9:20. 

Recommendations of City Nanager Stevens: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. 

2. 

4. 

5. 

To Oil Fields Crane Service Company for rental of crane 
for flood control work, the sum of $427.60. 

To League of California Cities for annue.l due& for year 
1953, the sum of $925.00. 

To Donald Armetrang as final payment for legal servic'es 
re City af Torrance vs. Torrance Sand and Gravel, the 
eum of $435.00. 

To Remington Rand Company for purchase of cal cUlatar, 
the eum of $461.18. (City Clerk's office) 

To Barclay Surveying Company far engineering eervicee 
for the month of December 1952, the eum of $917.50. 
(Seaside Ranchoe sewers, S.tarm Drains). 

Councilman Spelman moved to cancur with the recammendations 
of City Manager Stevens. Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, 
carried unanimo~sly by raIl call vote. 

AWARD OF CONTRACTS UNDER SPECIFICATION NO.7: 

. 1. That the contract for supplying pumping equipment under 
Schedule I be awarded to the Peerleee Pump Divieion af 
Food Machinery and Chemical Corporation, -who eubmitted 
the loweet respansible bid, in the amount of ~6,040.00, 
and that all ather bids be rejected. 

2. That the cantract far supplying pumping equipment under 
Schedule II be awarded to. Fairbanks-Morse Campany, who 
submitted the low bid, in the amount of $2,654.00, and 
that all other bids be rejected. 

Councilman Blaunt moved to. concur with the recommendati'onl! of 
City Manager, under Items 1 and 2. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Drale, carried unanimously by roll call vate. 

City Manager Stevens recommended that effective January I, 1953, 
the fee to be paid to the Contractor for the collection of garbage 
and non-combustible refuse , be at the rate of $3,200.16 per month, 
for the period January - June, 1953. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Motion, secanded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimausly by 
roll call vota. 



Letter from Planning Comrnieeion,- recommending a Change of 
Zene from C-2 (General .Commercial) to R-l (Single-family Reeidential) 
of property legally de~cribed ae Lote 21,20 and a portion of 19 
in Tract No. 14707, !ituated at- 14704-08-12 Delia Avenue, and re
questing that a third and fins.l public hearing be held Feb. 10, 1953. 

Councilman Blount moved the Council concur in the recommenda
tione of the Planning Commisaion, and that the Mayor set the final 
hearing for February 10, 1953. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Spelman, carried unanimoualy by roll call vote. 

Letter from Planning Commission recommending denial of appli
cation for va_cation of certain portions of an alley located weet 
of Apple Avenue and north and aouth of Lincoln Avenue. After a: 
general diacuesion, Councilman Benatead moved this B_pplication be 
held over to the next Agneda. meeting, and that in the meantime 
the Council members look over this property. Motion, eeconded by 
Councilman Drale, cs_rried by the following roll call vote. AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Benatead, Drale, Spelman and Schwab. Councilman Blount 
declined to vote. 

Transmi ttal Form submitted by Asst. to City Engineer Patrick, 
for approval of subdivision of Tract No. 17560, consisting of 132 
lots, to be developed by Louis Laramore, north of ·185th, we:5"t of 
Crenshaw, south of 182nd. 

Councilman Drale moved the CounciL concur in the recommenda
tion for approval of Tract No. 17560, subject to the recommendations 
of the State Highway Department. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Recommendation of Planning Commission for approval of Caee 
No. 251, petition of H. L. Griffin, for a Variance and Conditional 
Permit to establieh, construct and maintain ~ retail and wholesale 
cabinet shop at 20505 Hawthorne Avenue. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendations 
of ~he Planning Commiasion on Caa. No. 251. Motion, aeconded by 
Councilman Blount, carried unanimouely by roll cllil vote. 

Letter from_ the Planning Commiaaion recommending approval 
of the petition of Victoria Enterprisea, Inc. for permiaaion to 
reduce the front yard aet-back from 20 feet to 15 feet in a uni
form manner throughout the entire Tract No. 15272. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the P~anning Commiseion. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

~eputy City Clerk Hallanger read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2347 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAINGRAN~ DEED TO 
EDGAR G. PICKLER AND GERTRUDE R. PICKLER. 

Councilman Blount moved to diepense with further reading of 
the Reaolution. Motion, aeconded by Councilman Spelman, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. Councilman ,Blount moved for the 
adoption of Reaolution No. 2347. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Spelman, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2348 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, THAT CERTAIN GRANT DEED FROM EDGAR G. 
PICKLER AND GERTRUDE R. PICKLER. 

Councilman Spelman moved to diapens. with further reading 
of the Reaolution. Motion, aeconded by Councilman Drale, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. Councilman Spelman moved for the 
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adoption of Reeolution No. 2348. Motion, seconded by Councilm&n 
Blount, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2349 

A RESOLUTION OF TEE CITY COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO VACATE A POR
TION OF ILLINOIS COURT BET\~'EE;N 164TH STREET AND 
166th STREE~; FIXING A 'l'IME WHEN THE CITY COUNCIL 
WILL MEET TO TAKE FINAL ACTION THEREON; AND PRO
VIDING FOR 'l'HE PUBLICATION OF THIS RESOLUTION. 

Councilma~ Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. Councilman Benstead moved for the 
adoption of Resolution No. 2349. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Blount, ca~ried unanimously by roll call vote. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilman Blount moved .the City Attorney be instructed to 
dr&w an ordinance amending Or.dina.nce No. 624 to decrease the fee 
from $$0.00 to $24.00, retroactive to January 1, 19$3" for certain 
delivery trucks. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount stated the ordinance under which the City 
of Torrance functions ~n regard to signboards, etc., was pa.ssed 
March 27, 192), and moved the Ordinance be studied at the next 
Agenda meeting, with some thought to drawing up a more modern 
ordinance. Motion, seconded by Councilman Spelman, carried unani-' 
mously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Drale stated he thought the committee for the 
annexation of Alondro Park. was overbalanced in one particular way. 
After a lengthy discussion, Mayor Schwab stated the committee was 
a fact finding committee, and after the facts had been determined 
the Committee would present them to the City Council. 

City Manager Stevens stated the Council is well aware that 
from time to time we have Aad informal bids for pieces of city 
property; that the Council is of the opinion we should dispose 
of the odd lots, and that the proper way to d~ it is by auction. 
City Manager recommended that he be authorized to gather all the 
data. and hold a public auction to dispose of this public property. 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

City Manager Stevens stated he had received a request to 
move a quonset hut onto the airport but will bring it up at the 
next Agenda meeting. 

W. E. Gilmore, 22704 Earl Street, stated that Truman Browne 
is forcing water into that area, and inquired if a street is to be 
established there, or what procedure he and his neighbors should 
go through to get a street. City Manager Stevens informed him 
it can only be a ~treet when the City-has an easement for a: 
street. He also said that the location lies within that 75' 
contour, below which the City proposes to prohibit building. 
Mr. stevens explained that dirt ,had been hauled in to repair 
the road. H. also ~tated that the water could be held back, 
but not indefinitely. However, with the development of the 
property to the west it is expected the drainage would all be 
carried south into Walteria Lake, which would bring permanent 
relief to that area .. 

After a 'lengthy discus~ionof this problem, Mayor Schwab 
stated thi~ would be taken up at the next AglI.nda meeting, with 
recommendation~ from City Manager Stevens. 



There being no further bu~ine~~, Councilman Blount moved 
all bill~ properly audited be paid. Motion, ~econded by Council
man Spelman, carried. 

At 10:05 p.m., Councilman Spelman moved the meeting adjourn. 
Motion, ~econded by Councilman Blount, carried. 
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CITY CLERK -OF THI!.;(SITYOFTOANCE 

APPROVED: 

MAYOR OF 'l' HE CITY OF "TORRANCE 

MINUTES OF A HEGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
January 27, 1953 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber of the ' Ci ty Hall on January 27, 1953, 
at 8:00 p.m., Mayor Schwab pre~iding. 

Thoee responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Hallanger 
were:, COUNCILMEN: Blount, Drale, Spelman and Schwab. Al~o pre.!lent 
were City Manager Stevena and City Attorney Hall. 

Councilman Spelman led the.!lalute to our Flag. 

As fir~t order of bu~iness, Councilman Blount moved the minutes 
of January 13, 1953 be .pproved. Motion, seconded by Councilman' 
Spelman, carried unanimou~ly. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Deputy City Clerk Hallanger read the following: 

Letter from Walteria Parent-Teacher A~~ociation stressing 
great need for protection in some form at the school crossing of 
244th Street and Hawthorne Boulevard. 

During the reading of the above letter, Councilman Benstead 
. took his seat at the Council table. . 

Councilman Drale advised that the Traffic Commission had 
inspected the school cros.!ling in question and recommended that stop 
~igns be installed immediately, and if this does not hel~ . that cross-
ing guards be placed there. . 

Councilman Spelman moved to concur with the recommendation. 
Councilman Blount seconded the motion, which carried unanimou~ly. 

Letter frolJl Chansl or-Canfield Midway Oil Company requesting 
the City Council Itinitiate re~titution step~ looking toward re~tora
tion of the zoning to the ~t .. tu~ quo ante" of the property lying 
between Madrona and Maple Avenues, between carson and Monterey Streets 
which had been rezoned for residential development, under Case No. 196, 
adopted October 17, 1950 a~ Ordinance No. 537, without their knowledge, 
or receipt of a notice, concerning the change in the zoning of this 
block which is entirely owned by Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil Company. 

Councilman Spelman moved the communication be referred to 
the Planning Commi.!S.!Sion for their .!Study and recommendation. Council
man Ben~tead .!Seconded the motion. 
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